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About Brussels 
Brussels is the capital of Belgium and the de facto capital of the European Union, home to the 
main institutions of the EU and NATO. A truly multilingual and multicultural city, Brussels 
blends grand architecture, vibrant neighbourhoods, world-class cuisine, and a rich cultural scene. 
The workshop will be held at the Thon Hotel EU, Rue de la Loi 75, 1040 Brussels. 
 

 
Time zone  
Belgium follows Central European Time (CET), UTC/GMT +1, and Central European Summer 
Time (CEST), UTC/GMT +2 during the summer period. In September, clocks are still on CEST 
(UTC+2). 
 
Emergency Telephone Numbers 

 European Emergency Number (medical, fire, police): 112 

 Ambulance & Fire Brigade: 100 

 Police (urgent assistance): 101 

 Poison Control Centre: 070 245 245 
112 is the single number recommended for all emergencies and is free from any phone. 100 and 
101 are the legacy direct lines and remain active. 
Belgium's country code is +32 (needed when calling from abroad or with a foreign SIM card). 
 
Getting to Brussels 
Brussels is served by Brussels Airport (BRU), located in Zaventem, approximately 14 km from 
the city centre and the workshop venue. 
 
 



  

 

From Brussels Airport (BRU) to the city centre / venue: 

 Train: Brussels Airport has a direct train station below the terminal. Trains run every 15–
30 minutes to Brussels-Central, Brussels-Midi and Brussels-Nord stations, and also stop 
at Schuman — the station closest to the workshop venue. The journey takes 
approximately 17–25 minutes. A single ticket costs around €12.  

 Taxi: Taxis are available outside the arrivals hall. The fare to the city centre is 
approximately €45–55. Make sure to use licensed taxis (look for the yellow and blue 
sticker). Uber also operates in Brussels. 

 Bus: Bus 12 connects Brussels Airport directly to the city centre, passing through 
Schuman — which is the station closest to the workshop venue. You'll need an 
“Airport2City” ticket or an Airport Line season ticket.  The fastest and most affordable 
option to get to the heart of Brussels is contactless payment. It will only cost €7,90. You 
can also buy it at the vending machine at the bus stop.  

 
Note: Brussels also has a secondary airport, Brussels South Charleroi Airport (CRL), located 
approximately 60 km from the city centre. If you are flying into Charleroi, shuttle buses run 
regularly to Brussels-Midi station (journey time approximately 60 minutes, cost around €17–22 
each way). Plan extra travel time accordingly. 
 
Getting around Brussels 
Brussels has an excellent and well-integrated public transport network operated by STIB/MIVB, 
covering metro, tram, and bus lines. 

 Metro: The workshop venue (Thon Hotel EU) is very well connected by metro. The 
nearest stations are Maelbeek (line 1/5) and Schuman (line 1/5), both within a short walk 
of the hotel. From Brussels-Central station, the journey is approximately 5 minutes by 
metro. 

 Tickets: A single journey ticket costs €2.10 (purchased on board with credit card) or 
€1.80 with the MOBIB card, that can be bought at the vending machines in most of the 
stops. A 10-trip card (JUMP card or paper) is also available and offers better value. 
Tickets are valid for 60 minutes and allow transfers between metro, tram and bus. 

 Tram & Bus: Extensive tram and bus lines complement the metro network and cover the 
entire city. 

 Taxi/Uber: Taxis can be hailed on the street or booked via app. Uber and Bolt operate 
widely in Brussels. Typical short city journeys cost €10–15. 

 Cycling: Brussels has a bike-sharing scheme, Villo!, with stations throughout the city, 
including near the venue. 

 
Banking, Currency & Payment  
The Euro (€) is the official currency of Belgium. ATMs are widely available throughout the city. 
Most restaurants, shops and services accept credit and debit cards as well as cash. The most 



  

 

common method of payment is by card. Tipping is not obligatory in Belgium, but rounding up 
the bill or leaving 10% for good service is appreciated. 
 
Climate 
Brussels in September has mild and pleasant weather, though occasional rain showers are 
possible. Average temperatures range from a low of around 12°C to a high of around 20°C. We 
recommend bringing a light jacket or layers, and a compact umbrella just in case. 
 
If you have some extra time, why not visit… 

 Grand-Place: One of the most beautiful town squares in Europe and a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site — www.brussels.be 

 Atomium: Brussels' iconic landmark and symbol of modernity — www.atomium.be 
 Musées Royaux des Beaux-Arts: A world-class collection of Flemish and Belgian 

masters — www.fine-arts-museum.be 
 The Magritte Museum: Dedicated to the surrealist painter René Magritte — 

www.musee-magritte-museum.be 
 Parc du Cinquantenaire: A beautiful park and monumental arch within walking distance 

of the venue 
 Comic Strip Route: Brussels is the capital of European comic strips — maps available at 

the tourist office (www.visit.brussels) 
 Quartier Européen: Explore the heart of EU institutions on your doorstep 

 


